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were bigger than the church towers buile by men. The fifth 
sister sat on one of the largest icebergs, her long hair stre aming, 
and warned passing ships to stay aw ay. 

The five older sisters were delighted with the new and beau- 
tiful sights they saw above the sea. But now that they were 
allowed to leave any time they wanted to, they lost interest. 
The five sisters had become lonely away from their ocean home 
and agreed that it was where they felt most happy and content. 

Only the youngest mermaid felt differently. “If only 1 were 
fifteen,” she sighed. “I know I would love the world above the 
sea, and the people who live there.” 

At last the youngest mermaid was fifteen. “Come along 
now,” her grandmother said and put a pearl pin in her grand- 
daughter's hair, 

Then the youngest mermaid rose, lightly as a bubble, 
through the water. 
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The mermaid had never before seen fireworks and was frigh- 


tened, but only fora moment. It was beautiful, like all the stars 
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of heaven falling. 
The little mermaid couldn't stop looking at the ship and at 


the handsome prince. 

The calm ended and a great storm rose. The waves Ker 
higher and higher. Lightning flashed. Thunder soaned.% ; 
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As she did, the prince sat up. He smiled at the y 
and held out his hand to her. The prince thought it was - 
who had saved him. He didn’t sec the little mermaid, who hid 
behind some rocks and covered her face with sea foam. 

Sadly the little mermaid returned to her father’s home. Her 


sisters asked her what she had seen but she told them nothing. 


The little mermaid felt too unhappy to speak. 
Many an evening and many a morning she rose to where 
she had last seen the prince. But she never saw him, and each 
time she went home sadder than ever. 
The little mermaid’s one comfort was to sit in her garden 


put her arms around the marble statue that c d sc n 
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Then the little mermaid saw land. The waves were carry- 
ing them toa sandy beach in front of a large church. 
The mermaid laid the prince on the sand, taking care that 

he faced the sun so that it could warm him. | 7 
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beautiful.” 
The little mermaid looked at her fish’s tail and sighed. 
“Be happy with what you have,” said her grandmother. 
That night the mer-people had a party. All the mermaids 
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But you are a fool. Exchanging your fish's tail for two stumps 


called legs will only bring you pain and sorrow. Still I will give 


you some of my magic brew and tell you how to do it if you 


give me something in return.” 

“What?” asked the little mermaid. 

“Your lovely voice,” said the sea witch. 

“Then what will I have left?” asked the little mermaid. 

“Your face, your long golden hair—enough to charm any 
man,” said the sea witch. “But,” continued the witch, “there 1s 
one more thing. If you do not win the prince’s heart, you will 
turn to sea foam the morning after he marries another.” 


“I will gladly take that chance,” said the little mermaid. 
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the handsome prince was standing in front of her. 
The prince asked the little mermaid who she was and how 
she got there. 


Alas. she couldn’t answer because she had given away her 


voice. All she could do was look at the prince. 

The prince took her by the hand and they went into the 
palace. Every step the mermaid took on her new legs hurt, 
just as the sea witch had warned her. 

The little mermaid was given lovely clothes to wear and 
was by far the most beautiful girl in the palace even though 
she couldn't speak or sing. 

The prince was completely charmed by her. Daily they went 
horseback riding in the green woods or climbed mountains 
together. 

One day the prince told the little mermaid, “You are dearer 
vi me than anyone else.’” What the prince meant was that he 
liked her best as a good friend. It never occurred to him to make 
the little mermaid his wife. For the prince was still in love with 
at girl he thought saved him after the shipwreck. “That girl 
is the only girl in all the world I will marry,” he told the little 
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Here,” said the oldest sister, holding up the knife Plunge 
this into the prince's heart before the sun rises. Do this and 


vou will not dic. Instead you will grow a fish’s tail and become 


a mermaid again.” 
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“Hurry!” the sisters urged. “The sky is already getting light.” 
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aw the prince and his bride. They 


were on the deck of the ship searching for her. 


The little mermaid blew them both a kiss and then. with 


the other daught rs of the air, soared off on a pink cloud to 


bring happine ss to others. especially to little children. 


